
Staying Strong Through December: Your Guide to Surviving the Holidays with Fitness and Focus

As we head into the busiest time of the year, it’s easy to feel like your fitness goals are slipping away along 
with your holiday shopping list. Between festive meals, work parties, and family gatherings, it can be 

tempting to let go of your routine and embrace the season’s indulgences a little too much. But here’s the 
good news: You don’t have to choose between enjoying the holidays and staying on track with your health 
and fitness goals.

I get it. December can feel overwhelming. The days are shorter, the weather is colder, and it’s easy to put 
yourself last on the list. But trust me when I say you can make this month work for you — it’s all about 

staying intentional, setting realistic goals, and giving yourself grace when you need it.

As a health coach and personal trainer, I’m here to offer some inspirational tips to help you push through 
December with energy, positivity, and a plan that works.

1. Focus on Consistency, Not Perfection

You don’t have to be perfect this month — you just have to stay consistent. It’s about showing up, even if 
it’s just for 20 minutes. A quick workout here and there is better than doing nothing at all. And don’t worry 

about whether you’re hitting the same numbers or lifting the same weight as you were in summer. Fitness is 
a journey, and December doesn’t have to derail your progress.

So, aim for consistency. Whether it’s a morning walk, a quick bodyweight circuit, or a yoga class, getting 
moving each day will keep you on track and remind you how good it feels to prioritize your health.

2. Set Realistic Goals for the Month

December is not the time to push for personal bests or unrealistic fitness goals. Instead, break down your 
goals into smaller, achievable steps. Maybe you want to stick to your normal workout schedule, or perhaps 

your focus is more on maintaining strength and mobility instead of progressing too much.

If you’re traveling, aim for shorter, more efficient workouts that don’t require a gym. Resistance bands, 
bodyweight exercises, and even stretching can be done anywhere. The key is to stay active, even if it’s just 

for a few minutes a day.

3. Prioritize Movement Over Motivation

If you wait for motivation to strike, you might find yourself sitting on the couch all month long. Motivation 
tends to come and go, but if you prioritize movement as part of your daily routine, it’ll eventually become 
second nature. You might not always feel like working out, but moving your body for 10-15 minutes is better 

than sitting still all day.

Try setting a time for your workouts — even if they’re short and sweet — and treat them like appointments 

you can’t skip. Sometimes, simply moving is enough to lift your mood and boost your energy for the rest of 
the day.



4. Fuel Your Body with the Right Foods

The holidays are known for indulgent meals, and while it’s important to enjoy the season’s treats, it’s also 

essential to stay mindful of how you fuel your body. Aim to strike a balance between the holiday feasts and 
keeping your nutrition in check.

Focus on nutrient-dense foods, like vegetables, lean proteins, and whole grains. At the same time, don’t be 
afraid to enjoy your favorite holiday foods! Indulging occasionally won’t undo your progress, but fueling up 
on whole, unprocessed foods will give you more energy for workouts and keep your immune system strong.

Also, don’t forget about hydration. With the colder weather and busy schedules, we can forget to drink 
enough water. Make sure to hydrate throughout the day, especially if you’re indulging in caffeine or alcohol.

5. Find Joy in the Process, Not Just the Results

It’s easy to focus only on how you look or what the scale says. But December is a reminder that the process 
itself can bring us joy — the way exercise makes us feel, the mental clarity we gain from a good workout, 

and the endorphin boost that comes with moving our bodies.

Instead of stressing about a specific number or end goal, take a moment to appreciate your progress, no 
matter how small it may seem. Celebrate each workout you complete, every healthy choice you make, and 

how much stronger and more resilient you feel through it all.

6. Create a Workout Schedule That Fits Your Life

In December, your normal routine may be thrown off, but that doesn’t mean your fitness routine has to go 
out the window. Create a workout schedule that aligns with your holiday plans. If you know you’ll be out of 
town or have extra commitments, plan your workouts for early in the morning or during your lunch break.

One of the best ways to stay consistent is to schedule your workouts just like any other meeting or 
appointment. This way, you’re less likely to push them aside when things get busy. If you’re traveling, look up 

nearby gyms or search for online workouts that you can do in your hotel room.

7. Be Kind to Yourself

Finally, remember that the holidays are about joy, connection, and gratitude — not stress. If you miss a 

workout, overeat at a party, or feel like you’ve lost a little momentum, be kind to yourself. The key to long-
term health is balance, not perfection. Show yourself the same love and patience you’d give to a friend in the 

same situation.

So, if you fall off track or get off schedule, don’t beat yourself up. Just get back at it the next day and keep 
moving forward. Every choice you make — even the small ones — adds up over time.

Wrapping It Up

December doesn’t have to be a time of abandoning your fitness goals. With a little planning, consistency, and 

a mindset of balance, you can finish the year stronger than ever. Focus on moving your body, fueling it well, 



and enjoying the process, and you’ll be ready to step into the new year feeling proud and accomplished.

You’ve got this! Stay strong, stay healthy, and enjoy the holiday season!

Need some guidance or accountability to stay on track this month? Feel free to reach out to me for 

personalized coaching and/or workout plans that fit into your busy schedule. Let’s make this December your 
most balanced, fit, and joyful month!

Nancy Stocks

Certified Health and Wellness Coach


